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It’s a proven fact: When scenic beauty and green-
space are part of our surroundings, our quality of life is 
enhanced.   Studies have shown that being surrounded by 
greenspace increases our mental and physical well-be-
ing.  Some researchers have started calling it Vitamin 
G (for greenspace)!  

Vitamin G can help reduce blood pressure.  Did you 
know that hospital patients recover faster when they 
have a view of greenspace?   Greenspaces provide for a 
healthier lifestyle.  Researchers have found that when 
we are outdoors our minds are more relaxed and our 
bodies tend to breathe more efficiently. Nature brings 
about a certain peaceful atmosphere that can even 
make exercising a pleasant and desired experience!  

If you have ever traversed the Greensprings Trail or 
the Virginia Capital Trail, you have experienced, first-
hand, the health benefits that greenspace provides.  
And it just so happens that these two properties are 
permanently protected by the Conservancy!

Vitamin G plays an important role in our region’s 
economic vitality.  Cities with lots of green spaces are 
more likely to attract and retain businesses and skilled 
workers, and property values increase near parks and 
other green spaces as well. Green areas also attract 
more tourists, and therefore more tourist dollars.  A
Greater Williamsburg Chamber and Tourism Alliance 
survey of visitors reported when asked what they liked 

most about our area, 28% of the respondents said “the 
scenery.”  

I’m betting some of that scenery includes the Conser-
vancy’s protected lands, like the tree-lined corridor on 
Route 132 between Bypass Road and Route 143, and 
the pine tree canopy along Route 5 past Governor’s 
Land.  

Our environment needs greenspaces!  They filter 
pollutants and dust from the air, they provide shade 
and lower temperatures in urban areas, and they even 
reduce erosion of soil into our waterways.  

Without a doubt, the Conservancy’s efforts are making 
a difference.  And it is thanks to the gracious donors 
who give so generously that we are able to preserve 
and steward our land resources for the generations to 
come. 

Recently, my youngest son, Jonathan, sent me an email 
with a quote he thought I would like.  I found it so 
relevant to my message, I decided to make it my closing 
thought.  The quote is from Ronald Reagan, and were 
part of his remarks on signing the annual report of the 
Council on Environmental Quality on July 11, 1984:

“If we’ve learned any lessons during the past few 
decades, perhaps the most important is that preser-
vation of our environment is not a partisan challenge; 
it’s common sense.  Our physical health, our social 
happiness, and our economic well-being will be 
sustained only by all of us working in partnership as 
thoughtful, effective stewards of our natural resources.”

A MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

2014 Board of Directors
Executive Committee
Joe Harrow, Chair
Travis Crayosky, Vice Chair
Jack Haldeman, Secretary/Treasurer
Greg Davis

Directors
Rick Batten
Fred Boelt
Susan Chamberlain
Dan Cristol
Patrick Duffeler
Kathy Kammer
David Laughlin
Jon Liebler
Arch Marston
Bernard Ngo
Marc Sharp
Henry Stephens
Bill Williams

2014 Advisory Board
Donald Baker
David Bush
Robert Casey
Tucker Edmonds
Bruce Hornsby
Kathy Hornsby
Bob Keith
Judy Knudson
Kimber Smith

Staff
Caren Schumacher 
	 Executive Director
Elizabeth Friel 
	 Land Stewardship Manager
Patrice Sadler 
	 Office Administrator



Williamsburg Land Conservancy 2014 Annual Report 3

!(

!(

!(!(

!( !(

!( !(

!(
!(

!(

!(!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(!(

!(

!(

24

35

8

31

32

34

4

5

6

17

7

1
23

9

Sources: Esri, DeLorme, USGS, NPS

!(

!(

!(!(

!( !(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(
!(

!(

!(

!(
20

29

23

16
30

28

27

26
25

22

21

19

18

1514

13
12

11

10

Sources: Esri, DeLorme, USGS, NPS

33

Easements by Jurisdiction Acreage 

King William 
County 

1 Chelsea Plantation 568 

2 Custis Pond 150 

3 Edgewood Farm 845 

4 Piping Tree Farm 499 

5 Rock Springs 347 

6 Thomas Property – “The Retreat” 79 

New Kent 
County 

7 Poplar Springs Farm 103 

8 York River Preserve 1,621 

Charles City 
County 

9 Netick Property 107 

James City 
County 

10 Brown Easement 1 

11 Church on the Main 1 

12 Ford’s Colony Country Club 10 

13 Ford’s Colony 1 

14 Governor’s Land 201 

15 Greensprings Trail 99 

16 Greenswamp Farm 168 

17 Hankins Property 43 

18 Hotwater Cole Tract 4 

19 Longhill Swamp 8 

20 Mainland Farm 214 

21 Powhatan Secondary 34 

22 Route 5 Buffer 12 

23 Scott Trust Parcel #3 7 

24 The Preserve at Uncle’s Neck 192 

25 The Williamsburg Winery 274 

26 Vineyard/Conservancy 44 

27 Virginia Capital Trail 42 

28 Williamsburg Christian Academy 16 

City of 
Williamsburg 

29 Route 132 14 

York County 

30 Carr’s Hill 230 

31 Claxton Creek Property 8 

32 Curtis Farm 75 

33 Route 132 68 

34 Shady Banks 37 

City of Suffolk 35 Cornell Property 128 

EXPANDING OUR REACH....

Our Mission 
The Williamsburg Land Conservancy is dedicated to protecting and preserving significant natural, scenic, 
agricultural, and historical land in the lower James and York River watersheds.
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Acreage by Locality 
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Conserved Acreage Over Time 

We now protect over 6,200 acres of land in 
six jurisdictions/localities ranging in size 
from less than one-half acre to over 1,600 
acres. Some have significant historical 
value, some harbor beautiful viewsheds, 
some are home to important/rare species 
. . . all contribute to our community’s value.
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ANOTHER YEAR OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS
The Williamsburg Land Conservancy continues 
to be a significant partner in maintaining the 
unique character of our region. 

Your conservancy joined 
the ranks of only 301 Land 
Trusts nationwide that have 
been accredited by the 
Land Trust Accreditation 
Commission (http://www.

landtrustaccreditation.org/), an independent 
program of the Land Trust Alliance. During 
the course of 2014 Conservancy staff and board 
members spent over 950 hours amassing over 
1,200 pages of documentation to apply for the 
designation. Land Stewardship Manager Liz 
Friel coordinated the effort, a very involved 
process that demonstrated to the commission 
the Conservancy’s high standards, effective-
ness, commitment to excellence, and that we are 
worthy of being recognized nationally for our 
accomplishments and mission. 

The Conservancy partnered with the Civil War 
Trust (http://www.civilwar.org/) in working 
with Busch Properties to protect 65 acres of 
land that saw extensive action during the Battle 
of Williamsburg in 1862. The battle was identi-
fied by the Civil War Sites Advisory Commission 
as one of the most important of the American Civ-
il War. The property borders Interstate 64 near 
its intersection with the Colonial Parkway. Your 
Conservancy worked behind the scenes to help 
facilitate the process and in 2015 the Trust will 
be donating the land to your Conservancy to 
protect it in perpetuity.

Working with Patrick Duffeler, II, of the Wil-
liamsburg Winery, the Conservancy unveiled 
its own wine, a 2013 Vidal Blanc made from 
grapes grown on preserved land and cultivated 
with environmentally friendly practices. As is 
characteristic of the entire Duffeler family’s 
commitment to the stewardship of the land, a 
portion of the proceeds from the sale of each 
bottle is being be donated to the Conservancy to 
help carry out its mission of protecting the natu-
ral and historic beauty that surrounds us. Santé!

Your Conservancy hosted the 
Eighth Annual Statewide Land 
Trust Conference last May at 
the Doubletree Hotel. Over 
one-hundred conservation pro-
fessionals from across the state 
descended on Williamsburg to 
learn and discuss best practices 
of land preservation.

2013 VIDAL BL ANCVirginia

Detail of sketch by artist Alfred Waud of Union General Winfield Hancock’s brigade engaging the Confederate army in the 
vicinity of the property recently put under easement. Library of Congress.

The 2013 Vidal Blanc is a dry, refreshing white wine 
made from vines planted on conserved land.
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FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2014

Cash: 43%

Stewardship & Legal Defense Funds: 57% Restricted Grants: 1%

Cash Balances $346,115.45
 Cash
 Stewardship and Legal Defense Funds
 Restricted Grants

Grants
4%

Membership
36%

Business 
Sponsorship

18%

Stewardship
21%

Special Projects
15%

Other
5%

Operating Income $191,791.51
 Grants
 Membership
 Business Sponsorship
 Stewardship
 Special Projects
 Other

Marketing, Education, & 
Outreach 10%

Accreditation
21%

Special Projects
23%Development

8%

Office Expenses 20%

Management & 
General 8%

Land Protection
10%

Operating Expenses $192,875.00
 Marketing, Education, and Outreach
 Accreditation
 Special Projects
 Development
 Office Expenses
 Management & General
 Land Protection
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STEWARDS OF THE LAND 
SOCIETY  $2,000+
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Baker
Drs. Doug and Ellie Cullom
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Haldeman
Mr. and Mrs. David Harman
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Hornsby
Lois Hornsby
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Keith
Dr. David Laughlin and Janet 	
      Mayberry 
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Sharp
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Wason
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Wile
Scott and Missy Zimmerman

CONSERVERS OF THE LAND 
SOCIETY  $1,000-$1,999
Rick Batten
Nanci Bond
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Casey
Dr. and Mrs. George Cornell
Mr. and Mrs. Travis Crayosky
Edith Dixon
Bruce and Kathy Hornsby
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick	    
      Malvin
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W.	     
      Montgomery
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Norton
Maurie Porter
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Powers
Mr. and Mrs. Kimber Smith

GOLD LEAF DONORS
$500-$999
Frederick Boelt
Patricia Eden 
Mark and Kathy Howell

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kiley
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Knudson
Julie Leverenz
Mr. and Mrs. Duryea Morton
Margaret Pritchard
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Schmidt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Taylor
Jill and Herman Whitten
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Zangardi

SILVER LEAF DONORS
$250-$499
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Altshuler
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Bowlin
Susan Britcher
Mr. and Mrs. David Bush
Mr. and Mrs. F. Prince Butler
Mr. and Mrs. William Clarke
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Cleary
Loretta Conen
Dan Cristol & Rebecca Reimers 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Crone
Clinton Curtis
Mr. and Mrs. John Curtis
Mr. and Mrs. Tucker Edmonds
Mr. and Mrs. John Essery
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Foster
Mr. and Mrs. R. Patrick Friel
Rev. and Mrs. James Henry
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Jamison
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Marlatt
Mr. and Mrs. John McNamara
Mary Beth Murphy and Jim 
      Geiger 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Robertson
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Sahady
Caroline Talbot
Mr. and Mrs. David Tetrault
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Tingle

Mr. and Mrs. R. Hugh Van 
      Brimer
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Whittaker
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Wolfe
	  
BRONZE LEAF DONORS
$100-$249
Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Adams
Margaret Adams
George	 Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Annoni
Robert Archibald
Arthur Belanger
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Bencks
Dr. and Mrs. William Bennett
Jerry Bledsoe
Ann Boehm
Elizabeth Brown
Judy Brown
Dr. and Mrs. Mitchell Byrd
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Carboni
Mr. and Mrs. Carlton Casey
Susan Chamberlain
Mr. and Mrs. William Chronert
Robert Clagett
Mr. and Mrs. William Darling
Mr. and Mrs. John Delos
Perry DePue and Susan Mullins 
      DePue
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Desmond
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Devan
Sallie Dievendorf
Mr. and Mrs. John Donaldson
Mr. and Mrs. James Dorsey
Terence Duffeler
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Emerson
Elizabeth Fenn
Victor Flango
Mr. and Mrs. John Fogarty
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Frament
Mr. and Mrs. John Geisler
Mr. and Mrs. James Golden
Mr. and Mrs. Baron Gordon

Mr. and Mrs. Greg Granger
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Gross
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Grosse
Mr. and Mrs. David Gussman
Lesslie Hall
Lt. Col (Ret.) and Mrs. Alden 
      Hannum
M. D. Heileson
Mark Holt
Thomas House
Ellen Jaronczyk
Mr. and Mrs. W. Melville Jones
Kathy Kammer
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Kienlen
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Kimball
Stephanie and Bob King
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Kirby
Mr. and Mrs. Wolf Koenig
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Krapf
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Krull
Glenn Lemon
Dr. Susan Lontkowski and David 
      Feldman 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Luckam
Mr. and Mrs. Hank Mallue
Mr. and Mrs. Francis McRickard
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Murphy
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Piascik
Joe and Meredith Poole III
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Rathke
Barbara	  Ricketts
Mr. and Mrs. G. Gary Ripple
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Ross
Sarah Rouse
Mr. and Mrs. John Sadler
Mr. and Mrs. William Sammons
Heinz Schiller
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Scholnick
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Schumacher
Thomas	 Sinnott
Mr. and Mrs. A. Fletcher Sisk
Mr. and Mrs. Brett Smith
Ann Symroski

Dorothy Teubner
George Thompson
Eric Van Chantfort
Georgianna Wann
Steven Wann
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Al Woods
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Yerkes
Roger Zoccolillo

OAK LEAF LEVEL
$40-$99	
Flora Adams
Jean Atkinson
Richard	 Best
Roger Best
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Birney
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Blanks
Fred Blystone
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Boing
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Brown III
Mr. and Mrs. George Brush
Mary Campbell
Christiana Clarke
Kevin Clarkin
Deborah Corkey-Corber
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Cranston
Sharon Dillon
Susie Dorsey
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Edwards
Elizabeth Elliott
Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Fenster- 
       maker
Dr. and Mrs. Archibald Fripp
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Fritts
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Guernsey
Judith Hall
Helen Hamilton
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Hawthorne
Mary Humelsine
Mr. and Mrs. John Hummel
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Hunt
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Hunt

2014 DONOR LIST
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Lawrence Jackson
Heather Jahnes
Sarah Kadec
John Kalberer
Margaret Kwiatkowski
William Lancellotti
Robert Leek and Deanna Rote 
Joe Ann	 Lipscomb
Thomas	 Mahone
Thomas	 Mcinturff
Mr. and Mrs. John Mcknight
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Mellette
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Merrick
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Meyers
John Millar
Brenda Mitchell
Sharon Moser
Mr. and Mrs. Alain Outlaw
Philip Paschall and Elizabeth Cox
Barbara Phieffer
Jane Randall
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Rikkola
Mr. and Mrs. C. Howard Robins
Mr. and Mrs. Millard Robinson
Ellen Simon
Mr. and Mrs. Jodie Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Spannuth
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Tullo
Mary Voorhess
Cam Walker
George Watson
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Weidman
Clayton Westland
Edward Wigley
Owen Williams
J.K. Wittle
Edward Youhas
Ann Booth Young

BUSINESS 
SPONSORSHIPS
LEADERSHIP LEVEL
$2,500+
Chesapeake Bank
Chesapeake Investment Group
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation
Eastern Virginia Bank 
Howell Creative Group
Middle Peninsula Insurance & 
      Financial Services
Stantec 
The Tide/ WYDaily/ BACHfm
TowneBank
	
PATRON LEVEL
$1,000-$2,499
AA Conscientious Carpet Care
Hudgins Holiday
Kaufman & Canoles
LLaRS, Inc.
Monarch Bank
Plantation Group, LLC
SeaWorld Parks & Entertainment
Williamsburg Event Rentals
Williamsburg Landing
	
SPONSORING LEVEL
$500-$999
Chubb Group 
Computer Concepts
Wine Seller
	
SUSTAINING LEVEL
$300-$499
Fulton Bank
Land Preservation LLC
Simerlein Appraisals
	
SUPPORTING LEVEL
$100-$299
KJR, LLC
Performance Chiropractic
Wendell, D.D.S.  PLLC

IN-MEMORIUM
STAN BROWN:
Jean Atkinson
Judy Brown
Norman & Gisela Fashing
Bruce & Kathy Hornsby
Anne & William Linn 
Joe Ann Lipscomb
Christopher Lucy
Hank & Marilyn Mallue
Jean Patterson
Shirley Roby
Barbara Stanley
Rick Smith
Mrs. Charles Symroski
Mildred West
Mrs. Albert L. White III
	
LEONARD LIEBLER:
Bette & Conrad Anderson
Loretta & William Fetsko
Joe Harrow
Peter & Kerry Mellette
Aaron & Stacy Ross
Tom & Chris Tingle
John Watkins
George & Connie Watson

A MESSAGE FROM 
THE CHAIRMAN

“If you don’t know where you 
are going, you might wind 
up someplace else.”  Yogi 
Berra was right; however, the 
Williamsburg Land Conser-
vancy knows exactly where 
it’s going and remains 
focused on its mission of protecting significant natural, scenic, 
and historic lands in the lower James and York River Watersheds.  
Now in our 24th year, the Conservancy holds easements on 6,250 
acres of land.  That’s nearly 10 square miles of resources or more 
than the entire size of the City of Williamsburg!  

The achievement is only made possible by committed landowners, 
and to you, we are indebted and give thanks for preserving a 
quality of life that benefits your family, neighbors, the community, 
and generations to come.  Our success is also underpinned by 
the generous support received from our business community and 
donor base via your time, talents, and treasures.  The success of 
our annual fundraisers such as Williamsburg’s Got Talent, 
Conservancy Golf Challenge, and our inaugural Creekside 
Conservancy Celebration were all a testament to your patronage.    

Conservation is defined in many ways and derived from various 
motives.  Conservation is a way of life.  Conservation is a 
business – a business that provides economic incentives for 
individuals to protect their land and our environment.  
Conservation is all about relationships, and we are grateful for 
such a supportive community.  Please visit our website at www.
williamsburglandconservancy.com for more information about 
the Conservancy and business sponsors.   

As we look ahead, the Conservancy faces many challenges:  
financial growth and stability; geographic expansion; and 
increasing stewardship demands.  But with your continued and 
collective support, we can leave a legacy in this place we call 
home.  I will close with a quote from Theodore Roosevelt:  
“Cherish these natural wonders, cherish the natural resources, 
cherish the history and romance as a sacred heritage, for your 
children and your children’s children.”
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UPCOMING EVENTS
JUNE 23 

Ford’s Colony Country Club hosts the Ninth Annual 
Conservancy Golf Challenge.

 
OCTOBER 3 

Conservancy Creekside Celebration with oysters, New 
Orleans cuisine, and jazz at beautiful Nettles Creek.

NOVEMBER 5 
Annual Meeting at Williamsburg Landing

NOVEMBER 13 
Season five of Williamsburg’s Got Talent at 

the Kimball Theater.

Visit us online: 
williamsburglandconservancy.org

Like us on Facebook

Call us: 
Phone: 757-565-0343 Fax: 757-565-0049

Write us: 
5000 New Point Road, Suite 3101

Williamsburg, VA 23188
Mattaponi River, as seen from Chelsea Plantation—568 protected acres—in King William County


