
The Historic Virginia Land Conservancy (HVLC) held its kickoff celebration for the organization’s 
35th  Anniversary at an Oyster Roast on March 30, 2025, at “Open Air The Glebe” in Charles City 
County, a beautiful historic farm and manor home with a working dairy. More than 150 people 
attended and enjoyed locally sourced oysters, barbeque, beer, and wine, with live music. HVLC 
plans additional events to commemorate its 35th Anniversary. HVLC Executive Director Elizabeth 
Friel shared that this anniversary year, “HVLC will be especially celebrating community 
conservation, highlighting the important people, places, and partnerships that have enhanced land 
conservation in our community.”  

At this kickoff event,  HVLC recognized one of those special places; the Governor’s Land at Two 
River’s Conservation Easement, with a “Conservation Champion Award.”   The Governor’s Land 
easement is an environmentally and historically significant 200-acre  conservation easement on 
the banks of the James River in James City County.  The easement, jointly held by HVLC and the 
James River Association (JRA), has been carefully stewarded by the Governor’s Land community 
for many years, and has been an exceptional conservation partnership.. On hand to accept the 
award were Anne Ingram of the Governor’s Land Foundation and Matt Hammerstein of 
Governor’s Land Operations. Anne Ingram thanked HVLC, “We are honored to continue the 
stewardship of this important conservation easement on behalf of the Governor’s Land community, 
and we look forward to our annual conservation walks with  HVLC and JRA staff. Thank you to 
HVLC for your continued conservation efforts.” 
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HVLC is  a Williamsburg based non-profit land trust that protects significant natural, scenic, 
historic, and agricultural land throughout the region. HVLC began its work in 1990, working in 
James City County, York County, and the City of Williamsburg, and has now grown to serve 15 
counties and 2 cities, from the Middle Peninsula, New Kent County, and the Southside. HVLC has 
grown to more than ten times its original area,  now protecting 15,378 acres of the region’s 
important community lands and waterways. 

Please contact Elizabeth Friel, Executive Director, for additional information or questions, at 
elizabeth@historicvirginialandconservancy.org. 

For more information about HVLC or the benefits of conservation easements, visit the HVLC 
website at:  www.historicvirginialandconservancy.org. 

 

 

 

Anne Ingram and Matt Hammerstein, of the Governor’s Land Foundation, with Conservation Champion 
Award – March 30, 2025 
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