Oyster Koast and 35t Anniversarg oadl”

The Historic Virginia Land Conservancy (HVLC) held its kickoff celebration for the organization's 35tf
Anniversary at an Oyster Roast on March 30, 2025, at “Open Air The Glebe” in Charles City County. More
than 150 people attended and enjoyed locally sourced oysters, barbeque, beer, and wine, with live music
HVLC plans additional events to commemorate its 35th Anniversary to include a very special Anniversar
Gala on April 25, 2026, at the stunning and forever conserverd Nettles Creek Farm in James City County. Yo
won'’t want to miss this festive party, special cuisine, unique entertainment, great music, and certainly not the
spectacular sunset over Nettles Creek.

HVLC Board Chair, Ryan Stephenson, shared that this anniversary year, “HVLC will be especially celebrating
community conservation, highlighting the important people, places, and partnerships that have enhancec
land conservation in our community.”
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The first ever easement protected by HVLG was awarded the first ever Conservation Champion Awardat -~ Board of Directors
the HVLC Oyster Roast in March. The Governor's Land easement is an environmentally and historically
significant 200-acre conservation easement on the banks of the James River in James City County. The
easement, jointly held by HVLC and the James River Association (JRA), has been carefully stewarded by _
the Governors Land community for many years, and has been an exceptional conservation partnership. Laura Kinsman
: : m On hand to accept the award were Anne Ingram of the Governor's Land Amy Hovyt
8" Foundation and Matt Hammerstein of Governor's Land Operations. Anne  7,chua Everard
Ingram thanked HVLC, “We are honored to continue the stewardship of this
important conservation easement on behalf of the Governor’s Land community,
and we look forward to our annual conservation walks with HVLC and JRA
staff. Thank you to HVLC for your continued conservation efforts.” Directors
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HVLC’s 35th Anniversary kickoff celebration was held at a perfect location to spotlight conservation, ~ Lisa Langenhennig
farming, and agribusiness: Open Air The Glebe in Charles City County, a beautifully preserved Dick Porterfield
historic farm and manor home. Having local farmers and producers providing all the food and Anthony Scordo
beverages amplified the wonderful community benefits of farmland and waterway preservation. s il
Fresh local oysters were from Big Island Aquaculture (Hayes VA); barbeque from Old City e
Barbeque (Williamsburg) local wine from Jolene Family Winery (New Kent); and Alewerks Craft
Beer (Williamsburg) provided a wonderful feast of local fresh favorites. Even the band was locally ~ Advisory Board
based; Joe's Day Off, a rock and folk band that played a lively mix of everyone’s favorite tunes. ) .
The key role land conservation plays in protecting the lands and waters that yield locally produced David E. Bush
food and beverages was top of mind with HVLC. HVLC prioritized holding the event at a rural ~ Susan Chamberlain
setting and featuring products from New Kent County, the Historic Triangle, and Middle Peninsula, Travis Crayosky

where HVLC is actively working to protect farms and local agribusiness. i
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35 YEARS OF ForEVER ProOTECTING THE LLAND YOU LOVE

From the Executive Director

......With HVLC Director Elizabeth Friel

Since its start in 1990, HVLC has grown from serving the Historic
Triangle to working in 15 counties and cities throughout Hampton
Roads, the Middle Peninsula, and Southside. The Conservancy now
protects more than 15,300 acres of farms, forests, historic landscapes,
and wetlands throughout the region. See map and check out www.
historicvirginialandconservency.org to see all the conserved land.

Overthe years HVLC's growth was in direct response to the community’s
requests for help in conserving their land. Today, HVLC's conservation
service area has grown exponentially; from 250 square miles to
4,000 square miles! In this anniversary year HVLC is celebrating this
success but also looking forward with a focus on strategic conservation,
community outreach, and sustainable resource development.

Making sure HVLC has the resources to protect the land, environment
and quality of life in our region for the next 35 years and beyond is
the charge to the newly formed HVLC Sustainability Committee.
Sustainability for HVLC also means expanding our membership to all
the communities we serve and retaining our loyal long time members .
You can join online and there is also a membership envelope enclosed.
Won't you join us as a member? We would love to have you as part
of the HVLC family. Finally, sustainability means reaching out to the
community at HVLC's free 5th Annual Friends & Family Fall Festival on
October 19, 2025 and the premiere “35th Anniversary Gala” on April 25,
2026. You won't want to miss celebrating with HVLC this year

Three Questions

..... With HVLC Board Chair, Ryan Stephenson

friends in the community,

area’s natural beauty!
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Why are you involved in HVLC? Growing up here in the Williamsburg area and living here my entire life, |
wanted to be a part of something that helped preserve the beauty of my hometown and surrounding areas. | also
heard good things about HVLC from my former colleague who was on the Board prior to me, along with many other

Do you think conservation has enhanced our community over the past 35 years? How? | believe so, for sure.
i Without conservation and preservation of lands, our community would look much different today. There are many
farms and family properties that have been preserved in lieu of development. HVYLC has helped enhance the

What s your favorite outdoor space? Why? It would probably be either Veterans Park, Waller Mill Park or the
Greensprings Trail. There are so many great outdoor spaces in our area that | take advantage of with my family,
whether it be for walks, water activities, playgrounds, or just enjoying the natural beauty and history of Williamsburg.

HYLC has been an accredited land trust since
2015, certified as meeting the highest standards for

conservation, finance and business practices.
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22 Years and Couutmg Bny Scout Troop 103 and
HVLC Partner to Protect Church on the Main
Special Earth Day Tradition Continues

Earth Day, Troop 103 performs critical malntenance
at the site.

On Saturday, April 5th , Boy Scout Troop 103 gathered

at Church on the Main for an annual tradition: Andy’s -
Earth Day. Church on the Main is a Conservancy-
owned, historic site, open to community use. On Andy’s

Earth Da}r at W]]llamsburg Landmg -
April 24, 2025
Historic Virginia Land C_cnsewancy-hgd_a-great Earth Day,
with. cemmunity partner, Williamsburg, Landing, and local
producers;, Williamsburg Winery, Tashe's*Own and Toano
Open Air Market, chatting about "Locally Produced Food,

Wine and Agribusiness Right in Your Backyard." Thank you
_ Williamsburg Landing for hosting us! '
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