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35 Years and Still Saving Community Farms and Forest; 320 more
Acres of Precious Land Just Conserved

February 12, 2026

The Historic Virginia Land Conservancy (HVLC) is announcing the protection of two parcels of
prime conservation land in King William and Middlesex Counties.

The 121-acre Middlesex County property, known as Stag’s Leap, contains frontage on LaGrange
Creek, wetlands, and frontage on Burch Pond, which flows to the Rappahannock River. The site’s
frontage on Burch’s Mill Road contains a small horse farm with pastures. The majority of the site
is heavily wooded and contains important forest land as well as critical ecological core habitat,
which allows for continuity of forest and wetland habitat across the region.

HVLC is grateful to the generous landowners, both of whom have prioritized the conservation and
stewardship of their land and entrusted HVLC as a long-term partner in conservation. Their
dedication helps preserve land the region and has downstream positive impacts on the Chesapeake
Bay Watershed.

Executive Director, Elizabeth Friel, shared. “These two sites are special; both protect critical
ecosystems. These easements are places where water meets the forest, and when left in their natural
state, are key to the region’s biologic health and the flora and fauna that thrive here.”

HVLC is a Williamsburg based non-profit land trust that protects significant natural, scenic,
historic, and agricultural land throughout the region. In its 35" year, HVLC began its work in 1990,
working in James City County, York County, and the City of Williamsburg, and has now grown to
serve 15 counties and cities, from the Middle Peninsula, New Kent County, and the Southside.



HVLC has grown more than ten times its original area, now protecting 15,698 acres of the region’s
important community lands and waterways.

Please contact Elizabeth Friel, Executive Director, for additional information or questions, at
elizabeth@historicvirginialandconservancy.org.

For more information about HVLC or the benefits of conservation easements, visit the HVLC
website at: www.historicvirginialandconservancy.org.

Harper Easement, King William County
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